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Just as our spring letter announced that this year is the 40th anniversary of the founding of God’s Helping Hands, we 
entered a time of personal difficulty. As our country began to lock down and so many of 
our plans began to fall through due to fear over the COVID-19 virus, we had to make the 
difficult decision to move Mom into the nursing home near us.  What a blessing it was to 
have Mom live with us for 2 ½ years. She enjoyed having her family around her, being 
chauffeured to the office to keep up with her correspondence students, visits and 
holidays with grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
birthday celebrations at her favorite restaurant and the 
opportunity to spoil our two dogs. But beginning in 
January her health and strength began to decline quickly, 
and we could no longer safely care for her. Even the staff 
at the nursing home needed to use a mechanical lift to 
aid them in moving her. It was heartbreaking to move her 
there while everything was locked down. We had to have 
medical transport move her. Then we had to say goodbye 
at the door and leave her suitcase there for the staff to 

help her move in.  We were not allowed to go inside to visit her and had to make do 
with phone and window visits. Her hearing and vision were so poor that these types of 
visits didn’t do much good other than let her know we hadn’t abandoned her. By the 
time she had been there three months, she had lost quite a bit of weight and just 
couldn’t make herself eat anymore. The doctor let us know that he did not expect her to 
live much longer and finally allowed us in to visit with her if we followed the prescribed 
precautions. 
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Both of Robin’s brothers, several grandchildren and even some 
great-grandchildren were able to visit her and say goodbye. 
Mom’s final week was quiet and she slept a lot, but Robin was 
able to spend time with her every day. There was laughter and 
there were tears as they spent time together talking and sharing 
memories. Robin prayed, read scripture, and sang hymns to Mom. 
It was a precious time for them both. Then on July 10 shortly after 
noon, Jesus entered that room and ushered Mom into heaven. 
She is no longer weak or in pain and she is praising the Lord right 
next to Dad and Renee who were already there to greet her. Mom, 

who had never been a confident vocalist, is singing praises to the Lord in the 
heavenly choir. We miss her greatly, but we have that blessed hope and assurance 
that we will see her again. 

For the ministry, it became evident early in May that the summer would look very different from what was planned. 
Meetings that had been scheduled in the spring were cancelled. But the team continued to press on and work to make 
sure things were ready for the new summer series. Then everything in the month of June, most of the summer camps, 
and the Harbor Days Festival in August were cancelled eliminating the opportunity for community outreach there. We 
started to wonder if the team would be able to do anything at all! But churches began to work out how they could obey 
mandated restrictions and still hold VBS. Some of the dates that opened when camps cancelled were filled by last-
minute VBS plans. Because many of the meeting times were shortened, the decision was made to do a different 
series which would better fit those time constraints. While it was a much shorter summer, there were still opportunities 
to share the gospel. Praise the Lord!
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Though in-person teaching opportunities were at a minimum, the Lord had already been 
preparing us with ideas for online content to share. Right after the first of the year, all of 
us had gathered in the office and shared memories of what the Lord has done over 40 
years of ministry. Katie kept the camera rolling while the rest of us talked. Chris has 
been editing the footage into bite-sized pieces and puts them on Facebook on Mondays. 
We were glad that we had gotten Mom on camera sharing her memories, especially 
once her health began to deteriorate. Another series of videos, “Really Good News” with 
Uncle Chris, are short object lessons which share the meaning of a particular verse. 
These encouraging videos have been seen by an average of a thousand people each 
week on Facebook. They can also be viewed at the bottom of the home page on our 
website: www.ghhinc.org. As we all have discovered in recent months, there are so 
many ways that the internet can be used, but the best way is using it to share the Good 
News!

Usually the fall and winter months are used for preparing the next summer’s series. 
Since that is already done, there is now time to tackle some other projects. One of the 
first projects will be to get ready to celebrate our 40th anniversary the first week of 
October. Jeff has been getting the yard ready for the celebration as well as for the 
upcoming Reach More building project. The remodeling inside the building is coming 
along and should be completed in time for the anniversary celebration. We hope to see 
many of you there praising the Lord with us for what He has already done and looking 
forward in anticipation of what He will continue to do through GHH!

In family news, we are looking forward to celebrating 
Jason and Kara’s February 16, 2020, marriage on 
September 19 with the whole family! Kara fits right in 
with the rest of the family. She also has two children, 
Alexis, 9, and Kameron, 7. That means we now 
have ten grandchildren! Kendra and her family 
moved back to Michigan from North Carolina. We 
are so glad to have them close enough to see them 
more often because grandchildren grow up faster 
than our own children do! For example, Jordan, our 
youngest, will graduate from high school this year. 
While that makes us feel a bit old, it makes us feel 
even older to say that Isley, our oldest grandchild, 
will also be graduating!  
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Praises Prayer Requests
God-given opportunities for ministry The Lord’s direction for ministry during this unusual time
The Lord’s faithful financial provisions Continued forward movement for the Reach More project
Family celebrations Personal spiritual growth
A Godly heritage for family and ministry That God’s Truth would always be the foundation of GHH

Thank you for your interest, prayers, and financial support throughout our years of ministry. We are blessed with a 
wonderful support team!

Because of Jesus,

Jeff and Robin Awe


